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trary to orders They fought with more than their usual gallantry The whole scene was visible from the adjoining hills, the Celtic women, with long, streaming hail, wildly gesticulating on the walls The Romans were driven back with worse loss than they had yet met with in Gaul Forty-Biz officeis and seven hundred men had been killed
Caesar was never more calm than under a reveise He addressed the legions the next day He complimented their courage, but he said it was for the general and not for them to judge when assaults should be tried He saw the facts of the situation exactly as they were Hia army was divided Labienus was far away with a sepaiate command The whole of Gaul was in flames To persevere at Gergovia would only be obstinacy, and he accepted the single military failure which he met with when present in peison through the whole of his Gallic campaign
Difficulties of all kinds weie now thickening Caesar had placed magazines in Nevers, and had trusted them to an .JEduan garrison The -35duans burnt the town and carried the stores over the Loire to their own strongest fortress, Bibracte (Mont Beauvray) The river had risen from the melting of the snows, and could not be crossed without danger, and to feed the army in its present position was no longer possible To retreat upon the province would be a confession of defeat The passes of the Cevennes would be swarming with enemies, and Labienus with his four legions in the west might be cut off With swift decision he marched day and night to the Loire He found a ford where the troops could cross with the water at their armpits He sent his horse over and oleaied the banks The army passed safely Food